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Von dem Doktor Luther verlangte einst jemand zu wissen, was wohl Gott vor Erschaffung
der Welt die lange, lange Ewigkeit hindurch getan habe. Dem erwiderte der fromme und
witzige Mann: in einem Birkenwald sei der liebe Gott gesessen und habe zur Bestrafung fir
solche Leute, die unnuitze Fragen tun, Ruten geschnitten.

Johann Peter Hebel, Manchelei gute Lehren

Once Doctor Luther was requested to answer a question by someone who wanted to
know what God had done during the eternity of time before the creation of the world. The
pious and witty doctor responded: “Dear God sat in a birch forest cutting rods, which were
prepared to punish those people who asked useless questions.”

Johann Peter Hebel, Some good pieces of advice
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