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Aber das Dahingegangene zu vergegenwartigen, das ist ihre wahre Aufgabe. Das was nicht
mehr ist, das was noch nicht ist, das was sein konnte; aber vor allem das was niemals war,
das schlechthin Unmadgliche und darum uber alles Wirkliche, dies auszusprechen ist ihre
Sache.

Hugo von Hoffmannsthal, Wert und Ehre deutscher Sprache

Its real task, however, is to bring to mind what’s departed. Its mission is to voice things
that are not existent anymore, things that are on their way to come into being, things that
could become to be; but, above all, things that never were, the plainly impossible and
because of it, all that are real.

Hugo von Hoffmannsthal, The value and the honour of the German language
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